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by Basic Hip

We all remember the cabchy whistled melody, “The Fishin' Hole. theme From The
Mndy Griffith Show. Who could Forget the memorsble Lassie Theme or the haunting
whistling solos Frrom those greal Clint Bastwood spaghetti westerns? ave you ever
brigd to “Whistle While You Worls'? You might give it & shot next time You have a
bad day at the office. “Give A Little Whistle" and diminy Cricket will guide you
bhrough your troubles. o~ o
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ve always loved whistling. 1t is so pure, simple and self-contiained. there are no stirings tio tune, no valves tio
oil, no case tio haul. Just pucker up and blow: puti aside from those Familiar movie and television Giunes, | never
knew whistling albums even existied.
thati all changed tihe day 1 heard rred Lowery perform tihe william rell overtiure on the ncredibly stirange
music co series, which came outi several years ago. nis tiruly musical sound had such a profound effect on me
lihati-tio tihis day-my search for whistling and bird recordings is still going sbrong.
nere is a brief intiroduction tio some greati whistlers and their records. while on tihe subject, one musti not
overlook the songs of our feabhered friends, inspirations tio them all.

FRED LOWERY

Born in Palestine, Texas and almost
totally blind since early childhood, Fred
Lowery surely is the “King of Whistlers,”
an amazing virtuoso without an instrument.

Lowery’s first ambition was to become a
concert violinist, but after hearing a bird
imitator at the Texas School for the Blind,
he changed his mind and decided to make
whistling
his career.
He spent
a few
years with
the
Vincent
Lopez
orchestra
in New
York
before
gaining
national recognition as a featured part of
Horace Heidt's popular show.

In 1983, John McDowell wrote a heart-
warming autobiography, WHISTLING IN
THE DARK: The Story of Fred Lowery, the
Blind Whistler, as told to him by his good
friend, Fred Lowery. Ordering information
can be found at: http://pelicanpub.com/
poetry/whistling-in-the-dark.htm

Whistling For You (Columbia)
- On these

78 RPM
record-
ings, Fred
Lowery
displays
his
astound-
ing
abilities as
| a whis-

' tling
artist. Musical accompaniment was most
often guitar and novachord. Fred also
~ teamed with vocalist Dorothy Rae and the
duo enjoyed great success. :

Whistles For The Birds (Lowery Records)
A rare 10-inch LP on Fred'’s very own label.
One side of this record features Barbara
Fisher teaching Budgie (your parakeet)
how to talk. The other side is Fred whis-
tling repetitive training exercises.

Whistle

A Happy o
Tune!

= | WHISTL:
This is . 2 s A
THE s RLAPPY
album B TUNET
that

musically FRED=

changed LOWERY =
my life. ;E/ -
One of - L

the best

and, thankfully, also one of the easier ones
to find. The Anita Kerr Singers provide the
vocals on a couple of tracks, too!

Walking Along Kicking The Leaves!
(Decca)

This is my personal all-time favorite. A
delightful collection of old favorites
supported by Owen Bradley and his
orchestra. Much of this album has a
tropical flavor as some fine Hawaiian-style
guitar backs Fred’s masterful whistling.

Abide With Me

Whistles Your Gospel Favorites
Precious Memories

It Is Well With My Soul

On these religious albums, Fred’s sensitive
whistling helps paint musical pictures of
God’s handiwork. All were released on
Word Records in Waco, Texas.

MUZIY MARCELLINO

Muzzy Marcellino started as a young
vocalist and guitarist in the early 1930s
with the bands of Phil Harris and Ted Fio-
rito. A solo appearance as a guest per-

former led Muzzy to becoming musical
director of Art Linkletter’s popular House
Party CBS radio and television show. He is
most famous for his unforgettable
whistling on the soundtrack of the film,
The High and The Mighty.

Birds Of A Feather (Liberty)

Birds of a feather... £?
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This
excellent
album,
with music
by Russ
Garcia and
his
Orchestra,
is a tough
find.
Gorgeous,
all-time
classic
cover.
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House Party Music Time (Capitol)
Bright, peppy music from Art Linkletter’s
House Party. Great arrangements by the
trio of Bob Walters (piano, vibes, clarinet,
sax), Steve Paietta (accordian) and Bob
Strahl (bass).

Whistling On The Beach At Waikiki (Coral)
Beautifully performed assortment of island
favorites. Orchestra directed by Charles
“Bud” Dant.

SUSAN ZAGON

Susan Zagon Whistler (Zagon Records)
Obscure whistling artist accompanied
only by A Vi) \ 1
piano. N\
Incredibly A
strange
and : v WHISTLER
wonderful || R - —
cover.
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